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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

PRELUDE: “Blessed Assurance” 
   

In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen  
Affirmation of Baptism 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make 

public affirmation of baptism into Christ. 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have made your 

own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened 

them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold 

your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism and unite the hearts of all whom you 

have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 

Amen. 
 
Assembly stands 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Response:I renounce them! 

  

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Response:I renounce them! 

  

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response:I renounce them! 

  

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; he descended to the dead.*  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

  
 



Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant 

God made with you in holy baptism:  to live among God's faithful people, to hear the 

word of God and share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ 

through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive 

for justice and peace in all the earth? 

Response: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ? 

Response: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
  

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 

us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the 

gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 

might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 
  

Let us give thanks and rejoice in the Lord as we are new creations in Christ: 

We give thanks to you heavenly Father for new life in Christ through the power of 

the Holy Spirit.  Together we will let our light shine before others and proclaim the 

good news to all the world. 
  

GATHERING SONG : "Love Has Come"…………………………………ELW#292 

 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all 

C: And also, with you. 
 

KYRIE &  THIS IS THE FEAST                P.147 & P.149 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Heavenly Father, in Jesus’ baptism you declared him to be your beloved Son and set him 

apart as your agent of grace for your creation. May we who are baptized into his life also 

be sent as agents of grace in your world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



The assembly is seated. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9 
1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my 

Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry aloud or lift up 

his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly 

burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow 

faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait 

for his law. 5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and 

spirit to those who walk in it: 6“I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I will 

take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for 

the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give 

to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. 9Behold, the former things have come to pass, 

and new things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.”                                        

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

Psalm 29 

1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods,* 

 ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name;* 

 worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;* 

 the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice;* 

 the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. 
5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;* 

 the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
6The Lord makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,* 

 and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
7The voice | of the Lord* 

 Bursts forth in | lighting flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD | shakes the wilderness* 

 the Lord shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. 
9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forest bare.* 

 And in the temple of the Lord all are | crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;* 

 the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
11O LORD, give strength | to your people;* 



 give them, O LORD the bless- | ings of peace. 
11The Lord shall give strength | to his people;* 

 the Lord shall give his people the bless- | ing of peace. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 6:1-11 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! 

How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with 

him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been united with 

him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We 

know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought 

to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been 

set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 

him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 

longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the 

life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive 

to God in Christ Jesus.    The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia”                                                                  P.151 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John 

would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 

me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went 

up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of 

God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from 

heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”                                                                               

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:                           Penny Crooks 
 

 

 

SERMON: “A Glorious Baptism”         Jean Gates 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Response:   L: Lord in your mercy   C: Hear our prayer. 
Worshipers may kneel (or sit) 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
Worshipers may greet one another with “the Peace of Christ” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING:  Please place Care Cards in the offering plate.  The care cards are in the pews and 

include communion participation, prayer requests, and other important information.  You can use one card 

for a couple or family if you choose. 
 

 

ANTHEM:  “We Three Kings”                              

1. We three kings of orient are, bearing gifts, we come from afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

 

Refrain: 

Oh, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright 

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.    Refrain 

 

3. Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice, 

heav'n sings alleluia, alleluia the earth replies.    Refrain 

 

OFFERTORY: ““Let the Vineyards”                                                           ELW#182 
 

OFFERING PRAYER: 

Let us pray. Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among 

the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let 

them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we 

shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING AND PREFACE                                          P.152 & P.153 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                              P.153 
 

LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                     P.154 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The gifts of God for the people of God!           Thanks be to God! 

We welcome to the Lord’s Table all who are baptized and believe that Jesus offers his 

body and blood to sinners. Ushers will direct you. The inner circle of communion cups is 

grape juice; all other cups are wine. You may also drink from the common cup by looking 

toward the Assistant Minister. Children who do not yet commune may fold their hands at 

the rail to receive a blessing. If you cannot go forward for communion please let an usher 

know so that they may assist and bring communion to you..                                                             
 

COMMUNION SONG “Lamb of God”                                                                   P.154 
 

COMMUNION HYMN: “Infant Holy, Infant Lovely”……………..………ELW#276 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER  

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with 

Christ, making us one with all your people. 

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 

redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.       Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”…………………….ELW#288 
 

DISMISSAL: 

Remember and rejoice that by God’s grace in Jesus Christ we are baptized people of God. 

Filled with grace overflowing, let us go in peace and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE: “Victory in Jesus” 
 

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by the church. 
 

Today / January 8th    
8:45AM Coffee & Fellowship  

9AM:  Sunday School  

10AM: Service of Worship and Holy Communion 



BIRTHDAYS 1/9-1/15 

11 Gail Swaringen 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 1/9-1/15 

9  Alfred & Vicki Bless 
 

 
 

In Service Today / January 8th  

Frances Baker / Susan Baker / Sharon Harrelson Altar Guild 

Rita Hunter Greeters 

Team1 Ushers 

Doreen Wilburn /  Nursery 

Molly Neal Organist 

Ermalyn & Dani Jaeck Acolyte, Crucifer 

Amy Harrelson Assistant Minister 

Penny Crooks Children’s Sermon 

Rita Hunter Witness 

Alfred & Vicki Bless Counting 

 

THIS WEEK 
Monday / January 9th  

11am:  LADIES GROUP 

1pm:  Fellowship Bridge 

Tuesday / January 10th  
6pm PROPERTY   

6pm: MUSIC & WORSHIP 

6:30pm:  ESL Class 

Wednesday / January 11th  
10:30am  Bible Study 

6pm:  Choir Practice 

Thursday / January 12th  
6pm:  AHG 

6pm: SJLC Men’s Mtg 

6:30pm: SUPPORT 

6:30pm: ESL Class 

 
 



In Service Next Sunday / January 15th  

Frances Baker / Susan Baker / Sharon Harrelson Altar Guild 

Kaye Kopplin Greeters 

Team2 Ushers 

Emili & Jeff Smith Nursery 

Molly Neal Organist 

Katie Dawes / Olivia Smith Acolyte, Crucifer 

Ken Jaeck Assistant Minister 

Joan Wilson Children’s Sermon 

Kaye Kopplin Witness 

Alfred & Vicki Bless Counting 

REMINDERS/INFORMATION 

January 15th, 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany / Rev. Samar Ghandour 

Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 
 

 Please join us after service   

 today to assist in taking down  

   the Christmas tree.   

 
 

Lutheran Women will meet January 9th in the Fellowship 

Hall at 11AM.  Pam Wolfe is in charge of the program, while 

Carol DeLooze will be serving as hostess. 

 
January 15th Nick Companion will be baptized 

during the worship service.  Please plan to attend a 

pot-luck luncheon after worship to celebrate his 

decision in following the Lord and give all a 

chance to meet Nick if you have not and for all to fellowship.   
 

A stack of hymnals has been placed on the bench outside the office.  

They have been left in the office on various Sundays.  Please return 

them to the location they are supposed to be in.  I do not know for 

certain the location they came from so I l have left them there.  

Thank you. 

 



Sunday / January 22nd  we will install the 2023-2024 

Council Members:  Charles Morton, Bill Wittenberg, 

Sharon Harrelson, Marj Murdock, Joan Wilson and 

Michele Dawes.  All council members for 2022 are 

welcome to come forward and receive prayer for their 

leadership, service & wisdom with decision making for 

the church in the new year. 
 

All students attending, or planning to attend, an institution of 

higher knowledge (trade school, junior college under grad or 

graduate school) are eligible to apply for the Frank and 

Eleanor Poulton Scholarship.  Those applying must be a 

member or child of a member of St. John’s  

Lutheran Church. Applications will be available on the table outside the office 

beginning Jan.17th .  Applications are due by March 31 to Vickie Lorimer.  If you 

have questions, please contact Vickie Lorimer at vlorimer.triad.rr.com or 336-

465-0995. 

 

Please check your mailboxes.   

Schedules, year-end giving statements and new giving 

books have all been placed there.  Thank you.   

 

 

 

SJLC Men’s Group will be meeting  

January 12th at 6pm.   

 

 
St. John’s Lutheran Men invite you to lunch  after service on 

Feb. 12th (SUPER BOWL SUNDAY)  

We will be holding our 8th Annual Chili Cook-Off to raise 

money for Our Daily Bread Soup Kitchen.  Everyone is 

invited to make their favorite chili recipe and enter this fun 

event.    More details coming soon. 

 

http://vlorimer.triad.rr.com/


Community, Nation & World  
All families that will have their first Christmas 

without a family member they lost. 

Veterans, current military enlisted and their 

families                                                              

Ukrainians  / Russians   

Victory Missions International   

Rev. Samar Ghandour and family  

Ft. Wainwright 

NALC 

St. John’s Church Council &  

Call Committee 

Reformation  LC  

Persecuted Christians 

Naomi Heart Missions / Kristi Ward 

Leaders of our Country 

St. John’s Family:                               
Karen Stephens 

Melinda Swain  

Earl DeLooze,   

Ed Tanzman  

Craig Wolfe 

Robert & Lynn Smith  

Cynthia Allen 

Marielle Jaeck 

Bill Sheffield  

Peggy Sholar (home) 

Sara Rhyne (Brookdale)  

Pat McGinn 

Friends and Family of the Congregation:                                            
Dennis Gaines / Lymphoma latter stage (Bill 

& Julia Wittenberg) 

Kathy Chriscoe & family with the loss of her 

father. 

Sherry Johnson (Kenny & Gidget Kidd) 
Sarah Sheffield (Bill Sheffield) 

Chad Brown (Vickie Lorimer) 

Paula Whitley 

Chris (Laura’s friend) 

Family of Helen Kluttz 

Melvin Wolfe surgery at VA hospital in 

Durham (Craig Wolfe brother)  

Hazel Hayes (Michele Dawes mom) 

George Singleten (surgery for throat cancer) / 

Vanessa Ornelas                                            

Lynn Gramham (Cancer)/Bill Sheffield 

Laurie Scott / cancer (Kim Kelly cousin) 

Tresa Sheffield (Bill Sheffield)                           

Susan Roses (grandmother of Madeline & 

Dorothy Arbaiza) 

Jeanette M. Brower (Bill Sheffield) 

Lee H. Sheffield (Bill Sheffield)                      

Jorge Guiterez-Lukemia  

(friend of Olivia Smith)                                                           

Joyce Parsons (Bill Sheffield)                      

Charlotte 93 yr. old healing from hip surgery 

(Cindy Whiton)                                                    

Needa Keefer / Stroke (Lesha Daniel’s 

mother) 

Sheryl Barlow (Helen Kluttz daughter) 

14 yr old Isaiah H. (Cindy Whiton) 

Katherine Vann (cancer / Kate Sefick cousin)                                                 

Gregory Coward (knee surgery) 

Tristan Shepherd at Ft. Wainwright, AK 

Ivey Horne breathing issues (Kim Kelly’s 

granddaughter)  

Nhena and Shamael [Ginna Schwartz 

granddaughter and daughter] 

David Stephens  

Theo Cook (Karen Wilke nieces’ baby) 

Melissa Butner, aggressive breast cancer 

(Wittenberg family) 

Katie Stone 

Carolyn Hardage & family (Pam Wolfe) 

Kevin & Sharon McGinn 

Bruce Kyles cancer (friend of Kathy Chriscoe) 

Joshua Van Ravestein 
 

 



My Beloved Son 

Find the 21 bold words from Matthew 3:13-17 (ESV) 
 

D  E T N E S N O C C A I M G V   

M  E P S D Y S M U C C U A Q J   

S  N E S T L D O P W K L G W X   

N  D C E N E P O N L I U E O E   

A  E I N E T A R V L E L S T D   

D  V O S M A S D E E L A K E Z   

R  O V U A I P E S V Q T S L O   

O  L G O E D I H W N E C L E S   

J  E N E F E R A S A E N Y W D   

R  B I T T M I Q D N T V T F F   

P  W T H L M T N D D L E A E L   

A  L T G S I B I E K H Y R E D   

O  N I I X M N F U L F I L L H   

S  A F R D G C W L J I N H O J   

N  Z I D E Z I T P A B Z E F S  

                 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by 

him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, 

and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for 

thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And 

when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and 

behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from 

heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”                                                    
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